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The real beginning of popular or parliamentary
government in Germany and the Austrian dominions,
other than Hungary, cannot be placed earlier than
1848. The interest of Gei'man politics from 1815 to
that year consists in the complaints, ever growing
fainter, of the German communities who sought to
compel the Princes to redeem their promises of Con-
stitutions made during the War of Independence, and
of the efforts of the Princes to escape or evade their
pledges. Francis the Second expressed the prevailing
feeling in his own way when he said to the Hungarian
Diet, 'totus mundus stultizat, et vult habere novas
constitutiones/ With some exceptions in the smaller
States there were no parliamentary institutions in
Germany till the King of Prussia conceded, just
before 1848, the singular form of constitutional
government which did not survive that year. But
as soon as the mob of Paris had torn up the French
Constitutional Charter, and expelled the Constitutional
King, mobs, with their usual accompaniment the
army, began to influence German and even Austrian
politics. National Assemblies, on the French pattern,
were called together at Berlin, at Vienna, and at
Frankfort. All of them were dispersed in about a
year, and directly or indirectly by the army. The
more recent German and Austrian Constitutions are
all of royal origin. Taking Europe as a whole,
the most durably successful experiments in popular
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